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championships, and the opportunity to 
play for a national championship. His 
‘‘Beamer Ball’’ style of play has led 
Virginia Tech to become one of the Na-
tion’s most respected college football 
programs. 

In 1999, Coach Beamer was named the 
consensus Associated Press College 
Football Coach of the Year. 

Coach Beamer’s first postseason 
berth as head coach at Virginia Tech 
was a trip to the 1993 Independence 
Bowl game, which resulted in a victory 
for the Hokies. It was only fitting that 
Coach Beamer ended his coaching ca-
reer with a 55–52 victory over the Uni-
versity of Tulsa in the 2015 Independ-
ence Bowl, capping off a school record 
23 straight postseason bowl games. 

Raised a short drive from 
Blacksburg, in Hillsville, Virginia, 
Coach Beamer graduated from 
Hillsville High School, where he earned 
11 varsity letters as a three-sport ath-
lete in football, basketball, and base-
ball. He went on to attend Virginia 
Tech as an undergraduate and started 3 
years as a cornerback, playing on the 
Hokies’ 1966 and 1968 Liberty Bowl 
teams. 

While attending Radford University 
to receive his master’s degree in guid-
ance, he began his coaching career in 
1969 as an assistant at southwest Vir-
ginia’s Radford High School. 
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From there, he went on to work as a 
graduate assistant at Maryland for 1 
year, followed by the Citadel for five 
seasons, where he was defensive coordi-
nator for two of those. 

In 1979, Coach Beamer joined Murray 
State University as defensive coordi-
nator and was named head coach in 
1981. 

In 1987, he made his way back to his 
native southwest Virginia to take the 
reins at Virginia Tech. He has brought 
honor to southwest Virginia and Vir-
ginia Tech by always being the con-
summate Virginia gentleman and a 
darn good football coach to boot. 

He has devoted his time and passion 
to the teams he has coached as well as 
the greater southwest Virginia commu-
nity. In fact, in 2004, he was presented 
with a Humanitarian Award by the Na-
tional Conference of Community and 
Justice for his contributions to fos-
tering justice, equity, and community 
in the Roanoke Valley. 

As evidenced by his incredible suc-
cess, Coach Beamer has much to be 
proud of and can look back on an hon-
est and accomplished career. His pas-
sion for coaching led him to achieve 
what many coaches only dream of. 

He has positively shaped the futures 
and touched the lives of the Virginia 
boys and girls that he has dealt with— 
particularly, the boys on his football 
team—and has made us a better State. 
This is truly the great measure of a 
great coach. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to help 
commemorate the career of a remark-
able man. After 29 years of dedicated 

leadership to Virginia Tech and the 
greater community, I would like to 
thank Coach Beamer for his service. I 
wish him and his family all of the best 
in his retirement. 
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TRIBUTE TO OTIS CLAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to Mr. 
Otis Clay, an outstanding international 
artist who lived, worked, and was inti-
mately involved in the North Lawndale 
community of Chicago, which I am 
proud to represent. 

Otis Clay was born in Waxhaw, Mis-
sissippi, and ultimately made his way 
to the west side of Chicago, where he 
made his home. 

Otis began his musical career as a 
gospel singer and, like many other art-
ists, switched over to rhythm and blues 
and recorded his first hit in 1967, 
‘‘That’s How it is When You’re in 
Love,’’ which reached number 34 on the 
national charts. 

Otis performed and recorded in Eu-
rope, Japan, and Switzerland. Although 
Otis Clay reached national acclaim, he 
continued to live in the North 
Lawndale community, was a regular at 
local churches, festivals, and commu-
nity events. He established his own re-
cording studio, owned a local cleaners, 
and was known as a regular in the com-
munity. 

I was fortunate to have Otis Clay at-
tend and perform at many events that 
I sponsored over the years, and it was 
indeed an honor to be able to call him 
my personal friend. 

Otis was involved with the Tobacco 
Road Project and was instrumental, 
along with Alderman Dorothy Tillman, 
in establishing the Harold Washington 
Cultural Center in the Third Ward on 
the south side of Chicago. 

My neighborhood and our world com-
munity has lost a great artist and en-
tertainer, but also a great human 
being. I extend condolences to his fam-
ily. I know that, when the gates swing 
open, Otis Clay will come walking in. 
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E-FREE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to tell the story of Sabrina 
Fregoso of Diamond Springs, Cali-
fornia. Sabrina is one of the tens of 
thousands of women harmed by the 
permanent sterilization device Essure. 

In August of 2012, Sabrina welcomed 
her fourth child, at which time she dis-
cussed permanent sterilization with 
her physician. Her doctor rec-
ommended Essure and assured her that 
the procedure was safe. 

Immediately following the Essure 
procedure, Sabrina began to notice a 

consistent and substantial decline in 
her health, including losing control of 
her bowels, extensive weight gain, se-
vere bloating, hair loss, and sores cov-
ering her body. Her lower back, hips, 
and leg joints became painful. She ex-
perienced numbness in her feet and 
sharp heel pain that made it difficult 
to walk. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise again as 
their voice to tell this Chamber that 
their stories are real, their pain is real, 
and their fight is real. 

My bill, the E-Free Act, can halt this 
tragedy by removing this dangerous de-
vice from the market. I urge my col-
leagues to join in this fight because 
stories like Sabrina’s are too impor-
tant to ignore. 
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KEMP FORUM: ANTIPOVERTY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DOLD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, this past 
weekend brought together a group of 
innovators at the Kemp Forum on Ex-
panding Opportunity in South Caro-
lina. This important forum highlighted 
new and creative ideas to address the 
stubborn problem of poverty in Amer-
ica. 

The Federal Government spends 
more than half a trillion dollars each 
and every year on antipoverty meas-
ures. That is a significant devotion of 
resources. Yet, while some progress has 
been made in the last 50 years, today 
there are still nearly 50 million Ameri-
cans living in poverty. 

Nobody would deny that the results 
fall far short from where they need to 
be. This is because, at the end of the 
day, success in the war on poverty is 
measured not at the program level, but 
on the individual level. Success isn’t 
about how many programs exist, but 
how many people can improve their 
lives by moving up and out of poverty. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the fundamental 
principles of this great Nation is the 
idea of freedom of opportunity, the op-
portunity to find work, to support 
yourself, and to support your family. 

By working with local community 
groups like YouthBuild and leaders 
like Bob Woodson, I have been able to 
see numerous success stories, like my 
guest for tonight’s State of the Union 
address, Lavell Brown. 

This young man has successfully 
worked with community groups in 
North Chicago to grow as an individual 
and to get on a path to a sustainable 
career, and he is now giving back to 
others at YouthBuild Lake County. 

This model of empowering the indi-
vidual and helping them develop the 
skills needed to escape poverty is what 
we need to replicate millions of times 
over. If we can combine the focus on in-
dividuals with a relentless drive to in-
novate, I am confident that, in the 
next 50 years, our efforts to end pov-
erty and provide greater opportunities 
will be a success. 
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